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Introduction 
 
A Direction made by the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government in February 2018 allowed Leicester City Council more control over the 
prevalence of ‘To Let’ boards for residential lettings in some streets in the Windermere, 
Hazel, Clarendon Park, Greenhill, West End, Ashleigh Road and West End 
Conservation Area parts of Leicester. 
 
It was so successful in significantly reducing the proliferation of ‘to let’ boards in these 
areas over the next five years that its renewal after expiry in July 2023 was sought. 
 
The Secretary of State for Levelling up, Housing and Communities renewed the 
Direction in December 2023.  It comes into effect on 21st May 2024 and lasts for a 
further five years.  It is still accompanied by a Code of Practice so, while technically, 
advertising consent is required to display residential ‘To Let’ boards in the affected 
areas, boards that are displayed in accordance with the Code of Practice are unlikely 
to face prosecution. 
 
See below for the Secretary of State’s Regulation 7 Direction, a Quick Guide to the 
affected streets and the addresses by area, including maps.  Please note, the address 
list is correct at the time of printing, but if in doubt, it should be seen in conjunction with 
the maps. 
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What is the Code of Practice? 

 
The Code of Practice is a set of rules which determines how ‘To Let’ boards for 
residential lettings are displayed in specified streets of the City of Leicester. 
  

Code of Practice 

 
1. Only one residential lettings ‘To Let’ board per building will be 

permitted. 
 
2. Each board shall have a white background and will conform to the 

following layout: 34cm x 48cm or 48cm x 34cm. 
 
3. One company logo per board will be permitted providing that the logo 

does not exceed one third of the overall size of the advertising board. 
 
4. Boards marked with ‘Let by’, ‘Let’, ‘More Wanted’ or similar wording 

are prohibited. 
 
5. No more than one board shall be permitted per landlord/agent per 

street. 
 
6. a) Boards shall be mounted flush to the wall above/around the front 

door, or if that is not possible, flush to the wall on the street 
frontage elevation.  In either instance, no part of a board shall be 
higher than first-floor window sill level; 

 
or, 

 
b) alternatively, boards shall be displayed internally in a ground 

floor window facing the street frontage, but not in addition to a 
board displayed externally. 

 
7. Boards shall only be allowed on properties immediately available ‘To 

Let,’ unless they are for the following academic year, when they shall 
not be put up until 1st January of that year. 

 
9. Letting boards shall be removed not later than 14 days after the 

granting of a tenancy for the room, house or flat to which it relates. 
 
10. All ‘To Let’ boards shall be removed from 1st October to 

31st December. 
 

 

Revised May 2018 
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Why do we want to control the display of boards? 

The number of letting boards on residential properties has become excessive in parts 
of the City, especially where there are high numbers of rented accommodation.  This 
has a negative impact on visual aspects in neighbourhoods and local residents have 
raised concerns that the quality of the residential environment is declining as a result, 
which is impacting on the housing market.  The law (Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007) already states that boards 
are to be removed three weeks after a property has been let, but this requirement is 
often ignored: some properties display them for long periods of time and some even 
have boards up all year round. 

The Council tried to tackle the issue by introducing a voluntary Code of Practice, but 
this was not successful in reducing the number of boards on display. 

After a public consultation, the Council submitted an application to the Secretary of 
State, who has made a Regulation 7 Direction restricting ‘deemed consent’ rights for 
the display of residential boards.  This comes into effect on 2nd July 2018 and will last 
initially for five years. 
 

Which streets are affected by the Regulation 7 Direction? 

To find out the affected addresses, click on the relevant area: Windermere, Hazel, 
Clarendon Park, Greenhill, West End, Ashleigh Road, West End Conservation Area. 

What does this mean? 

Normally, ‘To Let’ boards benefit from ‘deemed consent’ rights.  However, the 
Regulation 7 Direction has removed these rights in specified streets. 

Do I have to apply for advertisement consent? 

In general, yes: advertisement consent is required to display a ‘To Let’ board and can 
be sought by submitting a planning application, along with a fee.  However, in the 
interests of assisting landlords, the Council will not request planning applications for 
those boards which comply with the Code of Practice.  Where applications for 
advertisement consent are submitted, only those that comply with the Code of Practice 
will be considered acceptable. 

What if I don’t apply? 

It is a criminal offence to display ‘To Let’ boards without consent.  You may be 
prosecuted in the Magistrates’ Court.  The maximum fine on conviction of an offence 
is presently £2,500, with an additional daily fine of £250 for a continuing offence. 

How will the Direction be enforced? 

Surveys of the area will be undertaken, however, breaches can be reported to our 
Compliance and Monitoring Team.  Contact them: 

 
by e-mail: planning.enforcement@leicester.gov.uk 
by telephone: 0116 454 1000 (Customer Service Centre) 
by post: Planning Department, Leicester City Council, City Hall, 

115 Charles Street, Leicester  LE1 1FZ 
  

mailto:planning.enforcement@leicester.gov.uk
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Appendix 1: Copy Regulation 7 Direction 
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Appendix 2: Quick Guide to Affected Streets 

 

If you have any queries, please contact us: 

by e-mail: planning@leicester.gov.uk    by telephone: 0116 454 1000 (Customer Service Centre) 

by post: Planning Department, Leicester City Council, City Hall,115 Charles Street, Leicester  LE1 1FZ 

A-Z (with area numbers) 

Adderley Road     3b Cambridge Street         4b Harrow Road        4b Noel Street        4b Stuart Street        4b 

Ashleigh Gardens        4c Cecilia Road                 3b Hartopp Road              3b Norman Street        4b Sykefield Avenue        
4b 
4d 

Ashleigh Road        4c Celt Street           4b Hazel Street                 2b Oakland Road              3b Thirlmere Street           2a 

Avenue Road Ext        3b Clarendon Park Road  3b Hinckley Road        4b Orlando Road               3b Thurlow Road               3b 

Aylestone Road           2b Clarendon Street          2a Howard Road               3b Oxford Road                 3b Tyndale Street        4b 

Barclay Street              4b Cradock Road              3b Ivy Road        4b Paton Street        4b Ullswater Street            2a 

Beaconsfield Road      4b Cranmer Street           4b Knighton Park Road     3b Queens Road               
3b 
3c 

Upperton Road        4b 

Bisley Street            4b Eastleigh Road        4b Jarrom Street               2a Raeburn Road              3c Victoria Park Road       3b 

Blue Fox Close            4b Edward Road               3b Landseer Road            
3b 

Ridley Street        4b Walnut Street   
2a 
2b 

Bonnington Road         3c Equity Road        4b Latimer Street        4b Roman Street        4b Walton Street        4b 

Braunstone Gate         4b Filbert Street                2a Leopold Road               3b Ruding Road        4b Welford Road               
3b 
3c 

Brazil Street                 2b Filbert Street East        2b Livingstone Street        
4b 
4d 

Ruding Terrace        4b Westcotes Drive        
4b 
4d 

Briton Street                4b Fleetwood Court           3b Lorne Road                  3b Rydal Street                  2a West Avenue                3b 

Browning Street         4b Fleetwood Road           3b Luther Street        4b Sawday Street              2b Westbury Road             3b 

Bruce Street 
   

4b 
 

Fosse Road South 
 

4b 
4c 
4d 

Lytham Road 
         

3b 
 

Saxon Street 
     

4b 
 

Western Road    
     

4b 
 

Brookland Road           3b Gainsborough Road     3c Lytton Road                 3b Seymour Road             3b Westleigh Road        4c 

Bulwer Road                3b Gaul Street            4b Montague Road           3b 
Shaftesbury Road        

4b 
4d Wilberforce Road        4b 

Burnmoor Street          2a Grasmere Street           2a Narborough Road        
4b 
4c 

Sheffield Street        4b Windermere Street       2a 

Buttermere Street        2a Greenhill Road             3c New Bridge Street        2b St Leonards Road        3b  

mailto:planning@leicester.gov.uk


12 | P a g e   

Appendix 3: Addresses by Area 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
    

  
    
    
    
     
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

2a – Windermere 
 
2b – Hazel 

2a - Windermere 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
Burnmoor Street 10-36 1-87 
Buttermere Street - 17 only 

Clarendon Street 94-134 - 
Filbert Street 104-112 103-181 
Grasmere Street 28-158 41-137 

Jarrom Street 102-214 93-167 

Rydal Street 2-38 3-35 

Thirlmere Street - 1-45 

Ullswater Street 2-58 1-67 

Walnut Street 110-170 177-217 
Windermere Street 2-62 1-83 

2b - Hazel 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
Aylestone Road - 65-115 

Brazil Street 12-56 9-33 
Filbert Street East 2-54 1-31 
Hazel Street 2-38 1-43 
New Bridge Street 48-64 - 
Sawday Street 2-28 1 only 

Walnut Street 2-36 - 
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3b – Clarendon Park 
 
3c – Greenhill 3b – Clarendon Park 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
Adderley Road 4-102 1-87  Lorne Road 2-138 1-117 

Avenue Road Ext 94-274 3-315  Lytham Road 2-28 1-39 

Brookland Road 2-6 -  Lytton Road 2-142 1-83 

Bulwer Road 2-74 1-75  Montague Road 2-98 1-101 

Cecilia Road 2-36 1-31  Oakland Road 2 only - 

Clarendon Park Road 78-296 107-325  Orlando Road 2-6 1-13 

Cradock Road 2-42 1-45  Oxford Road 4-38 1-43 

Edward Road 2-40 1-41  Queens Road 16-252 43-217 

Fleetwood Court 2-18 1-17  Seymour Road 2-14 1-11 

Fleetwood Road 2-18 1-49 
 

St Leonards Road 
52-156 & 

Park House 
23-157 

Hartopp Road 34-122 1-121  Thurlow Road 2-50 1-41 

Howard Road 26-192 1-175  Victoria Park Road 128-366 - 

Knighton Park Road 26 only   Welford Road 170-334 201-351 

Landseer Road 4-58 9-63  West Avenue all of 
Clarendon Court 7-61   

Leopold Road 2-38 1-51 
 Westbury Road 2, 2A & 2B 

only 
- 

3c – Greenhill 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
Bonnington Road 2-36 1-33 
Gainsborough Road 4-102 3-93 

Greenhill Road 2-110 1-121 
Queens Road 134-252 153-217 
Raeburn Road 2-28 1-29 

Welford Road 316 334 



14 | P a g e   

 

4b – West End 
4c – Ashleigh Road 
4d – West End Conservation Area 

 

 
 
 
 
     
     
  
 
 
 

 

4b - West End 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
Barclay Street 2-148 3-163  Luther Street 2-102 1-103 

Beaconsfield Road 2-132 1-131  Narborough Road 2-210 1-203 

Bisley Street 2-36 1-33  Noel Street 2-68 1-85 

Blue Fox Close 2-24 1-23  Norman Street 4-84 1-71 

Braunstone Gate 58-68 -  Paton Street 2-72 3-71 

Briton Street 14-38 3-43  Ridley Street 2-106 1-63 

Browning Street 2-52 1-55  Roman Street 4-24 1-29 

Bruce Street 30-66 1-69  Ruding Road - 1-17 

Cambridge Street 4-138 5-133  Ruding Terrace 2 only 1 only 

Celt Street 4-22 1-17  Saxon Street 2-20 1-23 

Cranmer Street 2-102 3-99  Shaftesbury Road 2-34 1-55 

Eastleigh Road 2-86 1-115  Sheffield Street 10-34 1-23 

Equity Road 2-40 1-41  Stuart Street 2-96 1-109 

Fosse Road South 106-202 101-191  Sykefield Avenue 6-46 1-55 

Gaul Street 2-48 1-73  Tyndale Street 4-96 1-97 

Harrow Road 2-170 1-183  Upperton Road 6-106 1-173 

Hinckley Road 2-86 -  Walton Street 10-92 1-99 

Ivy Road 2-62 1-59  Westcotes Drive 2-52 1-49 

Latimer Street 2-60 1-93  Western Road 118-378 1-251 

Livingstone Street 2-104 -  Wilberforce Road 2-190 1-139 

4c – Ashleigh Road 

Street 
Even 

Numbers 
Odd 

Numbers 
Ashleigh Gardens All properties All properties 
Ashleigh Road 2-28 15-27 

Fosse Road South 220-228 - 

Narborough Road - 171-195 

Westleigh Road 6-40 1-35 

4d - West End Conservation Area 
Fosse Road South 2-90 - 
Livingstone Street - 33-51 

Shaftesbury Road 60-66 - 

Sykefield Avenue 2-4 - 

Westcotes Drive 52-136 - 
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